BEMERSYDE

^ Douglas never failed to remember the difficulties that
his officers and men were having to contend with, and he
was always ready to do what he could to help them. He
never missed an opportunity of appealing for his comrades
and urging employers to help him to find them work "They
do not ask for charity; they want work**, he would say.
In his speeches made in reply to the honours that were
conferred upon him he invariably used these words: "In
honouring me, you are honouring my brave men who
won the war".

Right up to the time of his death my husband realised so
much what the misery of unemployment meant to his men,
and he found that it was even more difficult to get work for
his officers. Many poignant cases troubled him sorely, and
trouble me even now, because there were and are still many
ex-officers without work through no fault of their own.

I have already shown how Douglas was averse to accept-

ing any reward until something had been definitely sett

led

in respect of the disabled officers and men, and I am quite
sure that if it had only been himself that was ccmcemed be
would never have taken any recognition of what he had
done. There were many others, however, to be considered*
and the peculiar position was that the GovemiBeat could
not very well reward the others until my husband had con-
sented. It was about a year or more before the aimouaos-
ments were made, and although Douglas ielt mote satisfied
about the pensions awarded, I know that the delay caused
a loss to those concerned of a year's interest cm the grants

given.

Home, to Douglas* was a very seal tfaiog, Be
rounded in childhood by his mother's love
pended on him, and one wry              '

return he made to her for ^
while we were engaged to fce

relatives. I was told of it so
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